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Chuuk Pastor Serves Church, Community, Students

Pastor Ifa Karameno has worked with the Chuuk Seventh-Day Adventist Church for over 20
years. While he believes God is the source of everything, he is quick to talk about his strong
faith in the community and its students, as well.

“At our Seventh-Day Adventist elementary school in Chuuk, we have about 200 children,” he
said. “Our mission is to help them so they can go on to achieve higher education and become
good citizens and leaders.”

Indeed, Pastor Karameno has visited former students who eventually attended college in Guam
or the United States.

“They tell me they appreciate their time here and that they learned a lot. We prepare them from
tirst through eighth grade, and I am proud that most of those who excel in high school and
college went to our school. We provide a strong fellowship and camaraderie.”

He insists that one reason for the school’s success is the space added four years ago—including
four classrooms and a lunchroom—made possible through United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) funding. Otherwise, overcrowded conditions would have made it difficult
for teachers and students.

“Plus, our cafeteria now serves nutritious meals to kids,” he added. “We encourage them to live
a good, healthy, more natural life.”

The USDA projects at the school stem from the ongoing partnership with the United States,
which provides citizens of the Federated States of Micronesia assistance for things like
education, health care, and infrastructure.

“This money helped us offer a good, clean environment for learning—a good foundation for
our kids,” said Pastor Karameno. “For example, we did not even have running water before. We
could not have done it without support from the USDA and the United States.”

Additional space at the school caused an increase in enrollment by about 70 students, and
Pastor Karameno prays the USDA supports future Chuuk projects that benefit the community,
especially young people, as they represent the future for the island.

“We are here to serve them in whatever capacity we can,” he concluded. “All of these students
are our kids, and we must think about how we can better help them. I heard once that effective
teaching is not head to head. It is heart to heart. That’s what we do at the school—we offer our
hearts to the children.”

For more information on the Chuuk Seventh-day Adventist School please visit
https:/ /www.chuuksdaschool.org/.

For more information on the assistance provided to the FSM by the U.S. go to
https://fm.usembassy.gov /our-relationship / progress-through-partnership /.



