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FSM and the U.S.A.

Progress and Partnerships Keep Conservation Efforts Afloat

Willy Kostka has been an advocate for Pohnpei’s natural resources for many years. He is currently
Executive Director for the Micronesia Conservation Trust (MCT), which supports organizations like the
Conservation Society of Pohnpei (CSP) where he worked previously.

While the MCT is based in Pohnpei, it sponsors projects throughout all of Micronesia, including the four
states of the FSM, Palau, and the Marshall Islands. It is also the first FSM organization to be accredited by
the Green Climate Fund. In fact, it is the smallest non-governmental organization in Oceania to receive
such an accreditation.

“Conservation was a new concept 20 years ago,” he said. “We were called bird people because everyone
thought we were trying to protect birds. Now, they realize what we do is essential for our survival.”

While at the CSP, he helped start the Green Road Show—driving a brightly painted vehicle to communities
and providing environmental education for students.

“The kids chased after us, singing songs we taught on conservation,” Willy recalled. “They were young but
it raised their awareness. Some went on to college and now work at the CSP.”

Over the years, many people helped transform ideas into dollars for Pohnpei from U.S. agencies like the
U.S. Forest Service and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

“A grant several years ago [from the U.S.A.] for conservation enforcement officer training led to better
management of fisheries and protected areas.”

Willy said protected areas are critical because they provide breeding places that generate more fish. He was
quick to explain, however, that those who do conservation work in the region are not pure environmentalists.

“We are humanitarians and believe we must save our reefs to save ourselves,” he said. “In this case, the
majority of our people depend heavily on fish for protein. Without these protected areas, the decline in
tisheries would happen much faster than what we’re experiencing now.”

According to Willy, two things will help ensure the region’s future: young people and continued funding.

“We must empower youth,” he said. “They can sustain our efforts. It’s hard for anyone to argue with grade
school students who start campaigns or ask you not to destroy their environment.”

As for funding, Willy said U.S. federal government grants have been the most consistent, whereas money
from private foundations and international donors comes and goes.

“Those federal dollars usually equal 30 to 50 percent of our MCT budget. Without it, I am afraid residents
would lose interest. I think our future depends on sustained U.S. support. Despite periodic disagreements,
we must move forward together.”

For more information on the relationship between the FSM and the U.S.A., please visit
https:/ /fm.usembassy.gov /our-relationship / progress-through-partnership/.




