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FSM and the U.S.A.

Books, Coffee = Winning Ideas for COM-FSM Entrepreneur

Brandon Taiwermal is anxious to solve problems. The liberal arts major at the College of
Micronesia, Federated States of Micronesia (COM-FSM) has innovative roots that run deep.

“I came here after the Center for Entrepreneurship started,” he said. “Somebody invited me to
check it out, and I later decided to start my own projects.”

The Center provides COM-FSM students assistance and expertise on small business
development, as well as an incubator program for those who want to start a business or try out
an idea. A grant from the U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA) helped launch
Brandon’s project and others.

“The application asks what you would do to make your community a better place,” he said.
“Students need textbooks, but they are expensive. A friend on one project figured out we could
rent textbooks that students no longer need to students who do need them.”

Brandon added that students using the service save a lot of money, and many return to rent
textbooks the following semester.

“I like to think the service makes an impact here,” he said.

He likes coffee, too, so he entered a coffee shop idea in a business competition. Competitors
included a hydroponic project, a tow truck company, and others.

“I teamed up with someone, and we named the shop,” he explained. “The Center helped us
write financial plans, and we developed the idea as much as we could before presenting it in
the competition. Afterward, through EDA funding and assistance from the Center, we set up the
coffee shop and kept it going.”

The pair has discussed opening a café where residents can have light snacks and coffee at night.
Either way, Brandon is certain he would not have come so far if not for the Center’s help.

“I learned how to be more professional and be a helpful member of society,” he said. “The
businesses I started provided good practice for me and developed my business skills.”

He is not sure yet where his educational pursuits will take him, but Brandon definitely wants to
return here—perhaps to work at the college.

“I want to help young people develop themselves like I did. Through the EDA and grants,
the Center of Entrepreneurship made me aware of opportunities and ways I can help my
community.”

To learn more about the U.S. Economic Development Administration, visit https:/ /www.eda.gov/.

For more information on the relationship between the FSM and U.S.A., visit
https:/ /fm.usembassy.gov /our-relationship / progress-through-partnership/.




