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Pohnpei Residents Grow Food, Confidence, Independence

Gibson Santos learned about science early in life, and it took him places he might never have
gone otherwise. As a child, he watched his grandfather grow food for the family and became
interested in agriculture.

“He taught me to farm on this spot of land where we are sitting,” he said. Thanks to the Pell
Grant program, Gibson later went to college to study crops and fertilizers, as well as learn to be
self-sustaining. “At college, I found out about the science behind agriculture and knew I could
use that to help others.”

His education led to a job with the Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS), a program
of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). He is now an agriculture conservation specialist.

“We help manage invasive species that could devastate our Pohnpei livelihood,” he said,
adding that uninvited species can threaten food supplies in the region. But one of the most
tulfilling parts of his career is teaching people to help themselves.

He told of a volunteer in the country who taught kids to grow seedlings in containers and in
a greenhouse at school. She eventually planted the entire school grounds with food products,
demonstrating how residents can produce what they need to survive.

“We can eat healthy within our culture,” he said. “For example, pigs are important but they
produce waste. But fertilizing our crops with rich compost made from pig manure lets us honor
our heritage, improve the soil, eat well, and get rid of waste all at once.”

He also teaches about dry litter waste management by using equipment acquired through
grants provided by the United States.

Pohnpei residents are thankful for Gibson. In turn, he is thankful to the USDA and those who
helped him along the way, including the grandfather who raised him.

“My grandparents were once slaves here,” he said. “Today, we are free and can be self-sufficient.
Meeting farmers’ needs, seeing them smile when they wave to me, makes me proud.”

Learn about the NRCS in the Pacific Islands at
www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal /nrcs/site/pia/home.

Learn about assistance the United States provides to FSM citizens at
https:/ /fm.usembassy.gov /our-relationship / progress-through-partnership.




