
NOAA Supervisor Keeps an Eye on the Sky
In March 2015, Typhoon Maysak was visible from space as it pounded the islands that are the 
Federated States of Micronesia. On the ground in Chuuk, the situation was bad. Very bad.  

When storms roll into this area, Sanchez Salle is on full alert, helping protect fellow citizens. 
As a supervisor for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), which is 
a branch of the U.S. government, he helps gather temperature, wind speed and direction, air 
pressure, and more—all indicators of a system’s danger. Storms like Typhoon Maysak show the 
importance of having a NOAA branch in Chuuk.

“We monitor conditions and relay information to others, including warnings by radio to 
citizens,” he said. “People have called to ask about storms, and I sometimes must speak 
stronger, telling them this is real and they should hurry!” 

Such responsibility makes him feel like a parent at times, even worrying people will not find 
shelter in time. 

“I have to remind myself I’ve done my part and now it’s up to them,” Sanchez added. 

Besides providing a forecast people can trust, he also likes training young people, which 
includes giving tropical storm presentations and encouragement to study science, mathematics, 
and language. His own daughter is graduating from college thanks to his encouragement and 
FAFSA [Free Application for Federal Student Aid], and Sanchez is incredibly proud. 

“We live on my salary, but there isn’t much to spare for education,” he explained. “Without that 
help, I probably could have only paid for one semester. I am happy for her! She will become a 
productive member of society more quickly with her degree.”

He appreciates what his employment with NOAA has provided his family, and Sanchez is 
thankful for the visa-free travel associated with his work.

“It helps all Chuuk residents because I can leave to learn new things and then bring that 
knowledge back home to help improve our state and keep us safe.” 

You can learn more about NOAA at www.noaa.gov.

For information about the relationship between the FSM and the U.S.A., go to  
https://fm.usembassy.gov/our-relationship/progress-through-partnership/.
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